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Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Appeal by Brett Aggregates Limited Site Address: Land at former 

Hatfield Aerodrome, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL4 OJB 

Appeal Reference: APP/M1900/W/24/3346607 

As the Member of Parliament for Welwyn Hatfield, I am writing to register my objection to the application 
by Brett Aggregates Limited for a quarry on the site of Ellenbrook Country Park in Hatfield. 

There is a strong and multifaceted case against the proposal, which I seek to summarise in this letter. 

Of all the arguments, I believe three are most compelling: 

1. This the second appeal that Brett Aggregates have lodged against the democratic decision by
Hertfordshire County Council to refuse permission on this site, but their case is not substantially
different from the proposal rejected In 2022.

2. The original Section 106 Agreement agreed in 2001, associated with the development of the British
Aerospace site (University of Hertfordshire's De Havilland Centre, Hatfield Business Park and
housing) set out requirements for Ellenbrook Fields to be leased to a Trust and managed in the
public interest as a Country Park. This legal agreement has never been honoured and remains
outstanding. The Section 106 agreement requires for the Trust to be established before a planning
application for a potential quarry can be considered.

3. The scale and varied habitats of Ellenbrook Country Park, make it a rare corridor and resource for
wildlife, which is of strategic as well as local significance. Establishing Ellenbrook Country Park (in
line with the original Section 106 agreement) offers an alternative and compelling vision for the
future, where we can enhance biodiversity and help to restore nature.

Further supporting arguments 

Ellenbrook Country Park is located within the Metropolitan Green Belt. The proposed quarry will 
undoubtedly impact on the openness of the Green Belt, and I do not believe there are, "very special 
circumstances", to outweigh the harm. 

When the Brett Aggregates appeal was rejected in 2022, the Inquiry Inspector stated that the assessment of 
harm would depend on the particular circumstances, including the siting, nature and scale of the 
operational development in its local context, along with its visual effects, duration and the reversibility of 
any adverse impact upon the openness and purposes of the Green Belt (para 49). 




