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Alison Dysan

The Planning Inspectaorate
Temple Quay House

2 The Square Bristal BS1 6PN

Dear Alisan,

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Appeal by Brett Aggregates Limited Site Address: Land at former
Hatfield Aerodrome, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL4 018

Appeal Reference: APP/M1900/W/24/3346607

As the Member aof Parliament for Welwyn Hatfield, | am writing to register my objection to the application
by Brett Aggregates Limited for a quarry on the site of Ellenbroak Country Park in Hatfield.

There is a strong and multifaceted case against the proposal, which | seek to summarise in this letter.
Of all the arguments, | believe three are most compelling:

1. This the second appeal that Brett Aggregates have lodged against the democratic decision by
Hertfordshire County Cauncil to refuse permission on this site, but their case is not substantially
different from the propaosal rejected in 2022,

2. The original Section 106 Agreement agreed in 2001, associated with the development of the British
Aerospace site (University of Hertfordshire’s De Havilland Centre, Hatfield Business Park and
housing) set out requirements for Ellenbraook Fields to be leased to a Trust and managed in the
public interest as a Country Park. This legal agreement has never been honoured and remains
outstanding. The Section 106 agreement requires for the Trust to be established before a planning
application for a potential quarry can be considered.

3. The scale and varied habitats of Ellenbrook Country Park, make it a rare corridor and resource for
wildlife, which is of strategic as well as local significance. Establishing Ellenbraok Country Park (in

line with the original Section 106 agreement) offers an alternative and compelling vision for the
future, where we can enhance biodiversity and help torestare nature.

Further supporting arguments

Ellenbrook Country Park is located within the Metrapalitan Green Belt. The proposed quarry will
undoubtedly impact on the openness of the Green Belt, and | do not believe there are, “very special
circumstances”, to outweigh the harm.

When the Brett Aggregates appeal was rejected in 2022, the Inquiry Inspector stated that the assessment of
harm would depend on the particular circumstances, including the siting, nature and scale of the
operational development in its local context, along with its visual effects, duration and the reversibility of
any adverse impact upon the apenness and purposes af the Green Belt (para 49).
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Ellenbrook Country Park has emerged as a species rich natural oasis, host to grasslands, woodlands and
wetlands. The quarry would result in the stripping out of rich and complex habitats and the biodiversity of
the site, which has taken decades to establish.

Ellenbrook Country Park sits on the doorstep of a densely populated residential area of Hatfield, defined as
deficient in access to nature. The rare openness and expansiveness of Ellenbrook Country Park is highly
valued, supporting quality of life and health and wellbeing of residents. The quarry will result in the loss of
access to large areas of the park over a substantial period of time.

The proposed quarry sits in close proximity to the residential areas of Hatfield as well as the sporting
facilities of the University of Hertfordshire. This will mean residents will experience more noise,
deterioration in air quality and increased traffic from HGV movements.

The proposed quarry will be situated near to the known bromate contamination of public and private
groundwater supplies. Given the potential risk of contamination posed by the bromate plume, | would
encourage the Inspector to consult with the Environment Agency and adopt the precautionary principle in
relation to any possible risk to our local water supply.

Hatfield has been subject to quarrying for nearly 100 years. A number of local quarries are currently active
and without the site at Ellenbrook, will continue to play a significant part in supporting mineral extraction.
Given the existing activity in the area, | believe the proposal is at odds with the adopted Minerals Plan. A
development which would result in unacceptable cumulative impacts on the community should be refused.

A green future for Ellenbrook Country Park

There is a compelling case to refuse this second appeal by Brett Aggregates, to support the cross-party
objection to this proposal and to provide much needed clarity for the community. People have been living
with uncertainty for years and they deserve a definitive answer.

| believe local residents are owed the Trust that was promised to them in 2001 and the opportunity to form
Ellenbrook Country Park. This proposal has the potential to command strong local support, enhance
biodiversity and ensure we make our contribution to the restoration of local nature.

Yours sincerely,

Ao [

Andrew Lewin

Member of Parliament for Welwyn Hatfield



